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TRASH TO TREASURE - NEW LIFE OF A VINTAGE COMPUTER
POKLAD ZO SMETI, ALEBO NOVY ZIVOT RETRO POCITACA

Daniel Tucek

Abstract

This work is dealing with an interesting topic which is partly historical, partly educational,
although it is mostly about a renovating process of a vintage computer built and used in the 80s of
the previous century. Obviously, refreshing these old computers have no commercial aim at all since
the age of these computers is already over and their renovantion only serves the purpose of
exploring the architecture of computer from an older, albeit very interesting era. The subject of this
work is a product from Apple Computer Inc. built in 1989, the Macintosh model SE/30. From the title
one can assume the particular computer by the time of buying was in a terrible shape, completely
out of order and should have better belonged to trash. Thanks to the good documentation and the
lovely community, renovation of this machine was a pleasant way exploring the forgotten world of
the 80s computer architecture, philosophy and story of the company which made it. The process of
renovation was not easy, though. It required a lot of analyze of the schematics, software, error
codes, physical construction of the machine and so on. Despite that, when a computer dead to first
sight gets resurrected and brought back to life the feeling is priceless. All of these machines from a
different era carry great stories with themselves and it is always nice to explore their memory finding
out the purpose of its existence. The renovation process on the other hand is big fun for those who
love tinkering with old technologies and also expanding them to their limits with modern element
which were non-existent in their original era.

Keywords:renovation, apple, macintosh, se/30, vintage, retro

Abstrakt

Tato praca sa zaobera so zaujimavou témou, ktora je z Casti technickd, z ¢asti historicka, z ¢asti
mozno aj edukacna, no hlavne vsak ide o recyklaciu a znovu oZivenia starého retro pocitaca zo starsej
éry, 80-tych rokov predchadzajuceho storocia. Samozrejme, oZivenie starych pocitacov nema Ziadne
komeréné zameranie, nakolko doba tychto strojov je uz davno minulostou, ich renovécia je Cisto z
historickych dévodov rozSirovania vedomosti a poznanie architektury pocitacov zo starsej, avsak velmi
zaujimavej doby. Predmetny pocitac je z roku 1989 od firmy Apple Computer Inc., Macintosh model
SE/30.Z nazvu prace vyplyva, Ze stroj v dobe jeho zaobstarania bol v katastrofdlnom stave, vébec nebol
pouzitelny a v takom stave by patril skor medzi smeti. Vdaka dobrej dokumentdcie a slusnej komunite
renovacia tohto stroja bolo vybornou cestou do nezndmej architektiry pocitacov 80-tych rokov,
filozofie a histdrie firmy, a celkovo rozsirovania vSeobecnych vedomosti o vypoctovej technike. Celkova
renovacia vSak nebola jednoducha a Ziadala dlhé analyzy schémy zapojenia, softvérovych vypracovani,
chybovych hldseni, fyzickej konstrukcie stroja a eSte mnoho inych. DIha a usilovna praca si vSak vidy
prinesie svoje ovocie, ked sa na prvy pohlad uz mftvy pocita¢ znovu nadychne vzduchu Zivota. Prvym
zapnutim starého pocitaca sa pred nami otvori svet tej doby a pouzivanie toho stroja nas vrati spat v
Case. Kazdy stroj, ktory pochadza zo starsej éry, nesie so sebou vela zaujimavych informacii, kde bol
pouzity, na ¢o sa hlavne pouZival, a niekedy sa najdu aj nejaké osobné informacie. Proces renovacie je
z druhej strany velka zabava pre tych, ktory maju radi oZivenie starej techniky a technoldgii, nehovoriac
0 moznosti modernych rozsireni, ktoré v tom case esSte neexistovali.
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