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Assessment Criteria Scale Comments

1. Introduction is well written, brief, Outstanding The thesis argument does not really
interesting, and compelling. It Very good direct the organization of the thesis,
motivates the work and provides a Acceptable Why did parents and critics pick on
clear statement of the examined issue. | Somewhat deficient | Alvin Schwartz when his competitors
It presents and overview of the thesis. | Very deficient were left alone? This question is hardly

addressed at all.

2. The thesis shows the authot’s

Outstanding

appropriate knowledge of the subject Very good

matter through the background/review | Acceptable

of literature. The author presents Somewhat deficient
information from a variety of quality Very deficient
electronic and print sources. Sources

are relevant, balanced and include

critical readings relating to the thesis

or problem. Primary sources are

included {if appropriate).

3. The author carefully analyzed the Cutstanding There is little analysis here. The thesis is
information collected and drew Very good primarily descriptive.
appropriate and inventive conclusions | Acceptable
supported by evidence. ideas are richly | Somewhat deficient
supported with accurate details that Very deficient
develop the main point. The author’s
voice is evident.

4. The thesis displays critical Qutstanding Again, the thesis is mostly plot
thinking and avoids simplistic Very good summary and description.
description or summary of Acceptable
information. Somewhat deficient

Very deficient

5. Conclusion effectively restates the
argument. It summarizes the main
findings and follows logically from the
analysis presented.

Outstanding

Very good
Acceptable
Somewhat deficient
Very deficient

The answer, Schwartz’'s competitors
were not as popular as he was, was
completely obvious.

6. The text is organized in a logical
manner, It flows naturally and is easy
to follow. Transitions, summaries and
conclusions exist as appropriate. The

Outstanding

Very good
Acceptable
Somewhat deficient




author uses standard spelling,
grammar, and punctuation,

Very deficient

The language use is precise. The
student makes proficient use of
language in a way that is appropriate
for the discipline and/or genre in which
the student is writing.

QOutstanding

Very good
Acceptable
Somewhat deficient
Very deficient

The thesis meets the general
requirements (formatting, chapters,
length, division into sections, etc.).
References are cited properly within
the text and a complete reference list

Qutstanding

Very good
Acceptable
Soemewhat deficient
Very deficient

is provided.

Final Comments & Questions

The author is congratulated on her knowledge of the primary subject matter. | am sorry there are not more
secondary sources of an academic nature. The thesis is primarily descriptive, and the plot engages in a handful
of summaries of famous urban legends and campfire stories. The author writes what might be termed an
anatomy of horror, which dutifully deconstructs the structure or kernels of the horror narratives, much like
Russian critics at the turn of the twentieth century deconstructed fairytales. Sadly, this does not address our
program's intercultural curriculum or the methodology of teaching children. The thesis question is, why is Alvin
Schwartz controversial, whereas his less famous contemporaries were more or less ignored?—is never
addressed. And even if it was handled, what would be the academic importance of asking such a question? If
the thesis had been focused on the psychological challenges of children reading horror stories or consuming
horror literature and films, the thesis would better serve educators in a position to teach horror and expose
chitdren te fun but chilling media. Many child psychelogists have written books and articles that see the stress
of the horror genre (if not toa stressful) as developmentally beneficial for children. The intense emotions
created by scary stories (even terrifying ones that depict realistic death and dismemberment) help build
resilience and strength of mind in children. Like tragedy, as Aristotle describes in The Poetics, horror allows us
to experience “pity and fear” in the safety of a theater or, these days, from our couches. Teachers and
librarians should entrust children with age-appropriate horror to facilitate this strength.
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I found three such articles in a few minutes' search of “Children’s horror” on JSTOR. This is the kind of
research you should have consulted in addition to all the journalism you used in the composition of the thesis.
Many books I found on Google Scholar would have been equally helpful in providing context and understand as
to why we love scary stories in the dark.

While I am glad to pass this thesis, I am afraid I can only give it a grade of 3 using this rubric.
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